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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A polypeptide Clostridium difficile lactate dehydrog e nase 
comprising the^mine-a cid s e qu e nc e of SEQ ID NO: 2, or an amino acid sequence e xhibiting at 
least 70 , 80, 90, 95, 96, 97, 9 8 , 99, or 99.5% identity with the amino acid sequenc e of 80% 
identical to SEQ ID NO: 2. 

2. (Currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding the C lostridium 
diffhU e lactate dehydrogenas e-a s claimed in polypeptide of claim 1 . 

3. (Currently amended) Aft The isolated nucleic acid molecule of claim 2 a ccording to 
eteim-2, wherein the isolated nucleic acid comprises comprising the nu cl eotide sequence o f the 
nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 . 

4. (Currently amended) A nucleic acid vector comprising the isolated nucleic acid molecule 
of claim 2. 

5. (Currently amended) A host cell eeataiaiftg comprising the vector of claim 4. 

6. (Currently amended) A process for producing a polypeptide comprising th e Clostridium 
difficile lactat e d e hydrogenase ac co rding to claim 1 an amino acid sequence with at least 80% 
identity to SEP ID NO:2 , the process comprising; 

(1) culturing the host cell of claim 5 under conditions sufficient for the production of 

said the polypeptide^,]]; and 

(2) recovering said the polypeptide. 
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7. (Currently amended) A v e ctor according to claim 4 The vector of claim 4 , wherein said 
the vector is selected from the group consisting of a plasmid, a virus, and a bacteriophage. 

8. (Currently amended) A vector according to c l aim 7 The vector of claim 4 , wherein the 
[[said]] isolated nucleic acid molecule is inserted into the [[said]] vector in proper orientation and 
correct reading frame such that the [[a]] polypeptide comprising th e Clost ridi um difficile la ctate 
d e hydrogenas e may be expressed by a cell transformed with the [[said]] vector. 

9. (Currently amended) A vector a ccording to claim 8 The vector of claim 4 , wherein said 
the isolated nucleic acid molecule is operatively linked to a promoter sequence. 

1 0. (Currently amended) An antibody or an-antigen-binding fragment thereof sp e cific 
against a Clostr i dium difficile lactate dehydrog e n as e according to claim 1 that binds specifically 
to the polypeptide of claim I. 

e laim 1 0 for use in a A method of treating a treatment or diagnosis of Clostridium difficile 
infection in a patient the hu man or animal body , comprising administering to the patient a 
pharmaceuticallv effective amount of the antibody or fragment thereof of claim 10 . 

12. (Cancelled) 

1 3. (Currently amended) A composition m e dicam e nt , comprising a therapeutically effectiv e 
quantity of an antibiotic and an die antibody or [[an]] antigen-binding fragment thereof speeifie 
against a Clostridium difficile lactat e dehydrog e nas e according to cla iro-4 of claim 10 , 



14. 



(Currently amended) A method of treating a A m e dicament according - to claim 13 f or use 
m a method of treatm en t or diagnosis of Clostridium difficile infection in a subject th e human or 
aftKftal-kedy ^ comprising administering a pharmaceuticallv effective amount of the composition 
of claim 13. 
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15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Cancelled) 

1 7. (Currently amended) A meth o d of treatm e nt according to The method of claim [[ 1 6]] H, 
further comprising the s tep of administering to a patient a therapeutically effective quantity of an 
antibiotic. 

18. (Currently amended) A method for detecting the presence of A diagnosti c t e st m e thod 
f or det ect i ng th e presence in a s a mple-e£a Clostridium difficile lactate dehydrogenase accord ing 
to claim 1 in a sample , the method comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting said the sample with aft the antibody or an antigen bind ing fragment thereof 

of claim 10 s pecific again st-s aid Clostridium difficile lactate dehy dro g e nas e; 
ii) detecting [[any]] an antibody-antigen binding reaction; and 
ii i) correlating the results of detection step (ii) with the presence of said Clostridium 
difficile lactate dehydrogenase in said the sample. 

19. (Currently amended) A method for detecting the presence of an A rdiagnosti c t es t me thod 
for det e cting th e pres ence in a sample of antibody s p e cific against a or antigen binding fragment 
that binds specifically to Clostridium difficile lactate dehydrogenase according to claim -4 ina 
sample, the method comprising the steps of: 

i) contacting said the sample with sa id C lostridium difficile lactate d e hydrogenas e the 
composition of claim 1 : 

ii) detecting any antibody-antigen binding reaction; and 

iii) correlating the results of detection step (ii) with the presence of antibody specific 
against said Clostridium difficile lactate dehydrogenase in said the sample. 

20. (Currently amended) A diagnostic test method according to The method of claim 1 8, 
wherein the sample being is a sample from a patient. 
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21 . (Currently amended) A diagnostic test kit , comprising one or more of: for performin g a 
diagnosti c t e st method according to ekkn-l-S 

the antibody or fragment of claim 10, or the composition of claim 1, or both; and 
instructions for use . 

22. (Currently amended) A pharmaceutical pack A kit for treating th o tr e atm e nt of a 
Clostridium difficile infection in a patient , comprising: 

a therapeutically effective quantity of an antibiotic; 

and-ae-aBtibod^or-an antigen binding fragment thereof specific a gainst- a Clostridium 
difficile lactat e dehydrog e nase a ee ording to claim I the antibody or fragment thereof of claim 1 0; 
and 

instructions for use. 



23. (Currently amended) A m e dicam e nt, m e thod of manufacture, meth od of treatment, 
diagnostic test method, d ia gnostic test kit, or pharmaceutical pack according to claim 13, 16, 1 8 , 
19 T 21. or 22. said antibiotic being The medicament of claim 13, wherein the antibiotic is 
selected from the group consisting of vancomycin, ramoplanin/teicoplanin, or and 
metronidazole. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently amended) A medicam e nt, m e thod of manufacture, method of treatm e nt, 
diagnostic test method , diagnostic test kit, or pharmaceutical pack according to -elaim 43, 16, 18, 
1 9 r 21 or 22. said bacterium The method of claim 15, wherein the Clostridium difficile being is 
resistant to treatment by said the antibiotic alone. 

26. (Currently amended) A diagnostic t e st method according to The method of claim 19, 
wherein the sample beiftg js a sample from a patient. 
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27. (Cancelled) 



28. (New) A composition comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2. 



29. 
80% 



(New) 
identical 



An isolated nucleic acid molecule, comprising a nucleic acid sequence at least 
to SEQ ID NO:l. 



